Teachers Professional Development

Beyond STEM: Contrasting high School Teachers and College Professors
Due Friday 7/29 or earlier, e-mail to zeid@coe.neu.edu 

1. Discovery

We have discovered, with your constant feedback, a very important concept last week that can have profound implications on the way you, as a high school teacher, teach and prepare your students for a college career.  Simply put, the concept hypothesizes that high school teachers worry too much about their students to the point of hand holding.  In contrast, college professors do not think this way.  They hold their students responsible for learning.  The college professor is responsible to guiding and shaping the student learning experience.  You, as a teachers, discovered this multiple times last week, when you did the capstone projects (chair and bookcase) being not fully defined.  Abe also showed you his CAD docs.  The student presenting his college capstone project mentioned that the professor gave his group very vague project requirements at best.

There are interesting implications to this discovery.  If formalized and researched well, it could lead to change the way high school teachers teach and how students learn.  It could lead to a paradigm shift in high school teaching which would better prepare high school students for college life.  It could also help you as you conceive and design your action plans.

Some teachers expressed their interest in this discovery and they like it. In talking informally to a teacher from this group, the teacher plans to take the concept (message) back to school and share it with the students by describing to them how college professors think to better prepare them for college.  The teacher also plans to share the message with the parents.  The teacher argues that school teachers do too much “baby sitting” to students due to the pressures from the school system, score reporting, fearing for one’s job, etc.


In the context of the foregoing, please help us develop this concept further by submitting a report (one per teacher) to zeid@coe.neu.edu, addressing the following items:
A. Provide your short bio to help us understand your answer/report: name, school name, school district, subjects you teach, courses you teach (and the grade level), years of teaching experience, your students demographics

B. Do you agree with the concept? Why/Why not

C. What is your current experience (relationship) with your students?

D. Based on your answer to B, do you think students develop good learning skills that prepare them for “lifelong” learning.  In other words, do you consider your students as independent learners.  Please rate them on a scale of 1 to 5 (5 meaning “very independent”)

E. All worries aside, how do you see yourself implementing the new concept?  How much change, if any, do you plan to make in your teaching style?

F. If we factor in the worries (pressure to pass all students, job security, performance measures, etc.) would you still make a change in you teaching style?

G. What type of support and how much support do you need from your school administrator and your school district to make a change?

H. Do you think this concept, if used in high schools, could backfire because of the cognitive and physical developmental states that high schoolers are at?  Or could you adapt it to some middle grounds?

I. Conclusions and comments
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